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Dr. O'Hagan before the Fellows of The Knights of Columbus at 
the Catholic University in 1915. In all of these essays Dr. 
O'Hagan discusses subjects of concern to Catholics, and their 
reading will prove profitable and interesting. Any criticism 
of this writer's style would be superfluous. As a journalist, 
essayist, poet and critic he is a recognized figure in Catholic 
letters, and his contributions have been valuable additions to 
the disappointingly small output of Catholic literature in America. 
"Essays on Catholic Life" meets with our unstinted praise and 
its reading is heartily endorsed. It might be mentioned that 
Dr. O'Hagan has dedicated this volume to Bishop Shahan, 
Rector of the Catholic University. 



Diary and Visitation Record of the Right Rev. Francis Patrick 
Kenrick, Administrator and Bishop of Philadelphia (1830- 
1851), late Archbishop of Baltimore. Translated and edited 
by permission and under the direction of His Grace, the Most 
Rev. Edmond F. Prendergast, Archbishop of Philadelphia. 
Philadelphia: 1916. Pp. 298. Privately printed. 

It would be a mistake to imagine that scholarly works such 
as this are of value only to the delver in local historical lore 
or to surmise that only those ecclesiastical functions, which are 
peculiarly the part of the episcopate, are described therein. 
When Francis Patrick Kenrick was consecrated coadjutor to 
Bishop Conwell of Philadelphia, on June 6, 1830, the confidence 
placed in his wisdom and sanctity by the Fathers of the First 
Provincial Council of Baltimore (1829), in nominating him 
for that distracted Diocese, was a remarkable tribute to an 
ecclesiastic so young, for he was just then entering his thirty- 
third year. His achievements as coadjutor-Bishop from 1830 
down to Bishop Conwell's death in 1842, and from that date 
down to his appointment as Archbishop of Baltimore in 1851, 
are among the most conspicuous of Philadelphia's noble line of 
spiritual shepherds. Certainly, no episcopate was more crowded 
with stirring times. The trustee problem at St. Mary's Church 
saw his use of that powerful ecclesiastical weapon — the interdict; 
and his dramatic entrance into St. Mary's on New Year's day, 
1831, and the issuing of the interdict on April 16 following, are 
here described with an historical clarity, which allows us to 
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visualize him before us as he penned the celebrated letter which 
helped to break forever the power of trusteeism in the land. 
The epidemic of cholera in 1832, and the work of the Sisters of 
Charity during that fearful plague, the foundation of the Seminary 
of St. Charles at Eighteenth and Race Streets in 1838, and the 
anti-Catholic native American riots in 1844 are among the 
leading topics treated in the volume. No American can read these 
pages setting forth the lawlessness of the mobs during those 
frightful days of havoc and bloodshed without the blush of shame 
on his cheeks. Catholic historians in general, and those of 
Philadelphia in particular, have been more inclined to allow 
these disgraceful days of Protestant intolerance to be forgotten, 
but it is well for future historians to have this authoritative text 
to substantiate their own descriptions of the bigotry of that age. 

Among the many interesting items, which might be cited to 
show the value of this Diary, is that under date of November 20, 
1849: "November the twentieth day — came here Theobald 
Mathew, Commissary [for Ireland?] of the Capuchins, who has 
won great fame since the year eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, 
when he began his work against the vice of drunkenness. Men in 
great numbers have been moved [by force of his eloquence and 
character] to take the pledge of total abstinence from all 
inebriating drink. In fact it is recorded that 5,773,504 have 
actually taken this pledge. He remained with me almost two 
weeks, honored by crowded assemblages of the people, and by 
the presence of men of the highest standing in the city. Three 
thousand, at least, took this pledge during the time of his stay 
here. Very many people brought to him their sick, the blind 
and otherwise afflicted. He prayed to God and blessed them; 
but I do not know whether any wonderful cures were wrought. 
Non-Catholics and people of every class came with great eager- 
ness to visit him." 

Numerous other historical data abound in this Translation of 
Bishop Kenrick's "Diary." There is an abundance of new 
material for the history of travel in those days; the canal routes 
and the stage coach routes from Philadelphia to western and 
southern Pennsylvania are outlined in such a way that these 
channels of communication may easily be restored to the ecclesi- 
astical maps of the times. A valuable series of statistics runs 
through the volume — the number of those received into the 
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Church and the list of those confirmed throughout the once vast 
diocese of Philadelphia. Here and there we have an inkling of 
how losses began: there is a pathetic line or two on this subject 
on page 148: "An old man [named] Ward, living three miles 
away [from Girard] near Lake Erie is a Catholic; but his children 
generally [daughters] follow the way of the sectarians. This 
adds much to the sorrow of the old man." Residents of Phila- 
delphia will have a keen interest in the account given by the 
Bishop of Stephen Girard's death and burial, and the note (p. 66) 
ought to help dispel a certain unfounded tradition which prevails 
on the cause of the wealthy merchant's apostasy. In contrast 
to this defection there is the story (p. 160 note) of a certain 
Mrs. Lefevre, who walked a distance of 120 miles (from Dushore 
to Pottsville) in order to have the consolation of a Mass for her 
departed husband. The splendid indexes attached to this volume 
give us a roll of honor of private families in whose houses the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass was once offered; and there are also 
lists of the priests of that day, together with a catalogue of the 
earliest parochial schools of Philadelphia. 

Only those who have attempted publications of this nature 
know how much labor there is in balancing the text with sufficient 
indications by way of notes to bring out its full meaning. Apart 
from the scrupulous accuracy of the translation, the author 
deserves the highest commendation for this painstaking part of 
his work; and it is no lessening of the credit due to him to say 
that the translation could not have been done in a more favorable 
intellectual center, for he had at his service the long and perhaps 
unique experience of one of the foremost historical scholars in 
the Catholic Church of the United States. 

His Grace of Philadelphia, to whom this notable publication 
has been dedicated, has given a pronounced stimulus to that 
finer type of historical research-work which is exemplified in this 
volume, not only by permitting the translation of Bishop 
Kenrick's "Diary," but also by the constant direction he gave 
to its editor. The volume will undoubtedly become the model 
for this kind of historical work. 



